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Very respectfully. 



A. K. KNOIZEN 
Captain, U. S. Navy 
Executive Assistant to the 
Chairman, Joint Chiefs of 

Staff 
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SIGNIFICANT ACTIONS TO COUNTER 
INCREASING ENEMY ACTIVITY IN RVN 




ciark"to ‘COMI-IAHDO FLASH) „as deployed from 

extended nnti'i 7 m TOY. This squadron is currently 

extended until 7 May. (jcs 7641/041854Z Apr 72) 

-aisP^=:orM^'i tankers were deployed to 

raise sortie level to 1,500. (JCS 5087/072156Z Feb 72) 

0 7215 3Z^Fef 72?™^ ordered to YANKEE station (JCS 5085/ 

0il744Z retained in IffiSTPAC until 1 May (JCS 5731/ 

0:^AHOMA CITY, enroute RVN from Yokosuka 
rived on 7 Apr (3 6"/47 guns with max range 25,200). 

^d Phrsli! °* t ™-l-Danang 

*'5''®"'®"* of the 3d VNMC Brigade to HR-1—3 bns Ist 1/3 
closed Phu Bal 030430 EST April. Remainer to take 2 to 3 days. 

deoloved fr^T^, ^^^itional F-4 sq (COlEMAxNDO FLY) which had been 

^?A fo? 30 dLf JnS ordered deployed from Clark to 

for 30 days TDY. (JCS 5401/011850Z Apr 72) 

reserve (9 ranger battalions). 

I^f Siv L Sr-I h?? required. The 21st 

MPv-3 and MR-4. ^ designated as reserve for employment in 

and- Nrpq^;,^?y.^ authority granted to conduct TACAIR, artillery, 
0237027 aS? 7 ?f^ targets 25 miles north of DMZ. (JCS 5821/ 

Apr 72^ ^ extended to 19° north (JCS 3500/082321Z 

on’ th2^onn^?fr!l directed to augment the NGFS ships 

soon^L M available NGFS ships in SEVENTHFLT as 

discrPtiSn mi ■ and types v/ere left to CINCPAC ' s 

NG^S c^hinQ* increased to 15 

SEVENTHFLT ® Other 

far™W0«530z“A?/?2r"" 


12. On 4 Apr, increased B 
authorized to raise sortie 
041443Z Apr 72) 


52 and KC-135 tanker augmentation 
level to 1,800 per month. (JCS 7397/ 
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13. On 5 Apr, two USMC F-4 sq ordered deployed from Japan to 
Danang for 90 days TDY. (JCS 9004/052241Z Apr 72) ^ 

“is “‘"“S to Thailand. 

Thai deployed from CONUS to 

Thailand for 90 days TDY. (JCS 9073/052357Z Apr 72) 

T^STPAC ^ directed to deploy from EASTPAC to 

vi/ESTPAC. (JCS 1210/062208Z Apr 72) 

^on°5' EB-66S ordered deployed from CONUS to Thai- 

land for 90 days TDY (JCS 2002/071351Z Apr 72) 

18. On 8 Apr, 28 additional B-52s (B-52G) ordered deployed to 
increase B-52 sortie rate. (JCS 3485/082250Z Apr 72) 

authority was granted to engage any MIG aircraft 
\ ^ I (JCS 3502/082322Z Apr 72) Authority further ■ 

46 89/1019j?2^Api''7!)— ^^^^tary aircraft south of 20°. (JCS 

t^WEsSpAcf^'hcsMTS^Ss^asr Appear" 

21. On 8 Apr, CINCPAC requested to provide 18 sorties per week 

in north Laos, if requested by Vientiane. (JCS 3501/082321Z Apr 72) 

22. On 8 Apr, B-52 strikes against Vinh. (JCS 3500/082321Z Apr 72) 

23. _9n 10 Apr, an additional USMC F-4 sq ordered deployed from 
Hawaii to Danang. (JCS 4008/100056Z Apr 72) 

JCS NEWPORT NEWS (CA) directed to deploy from 
WESTLANT to ^VESTPAC (JCS 4390/101330Z Apr 72) ^ 

25. On 10 Apr, an additional two DDs (CECIL and FOX) ordered 
deployed to V7ESTPAC from MIDEASTFOR. (JCS 4922/1023342 Apr 72) 

26. On 10 Apr, increased air surveillance of Haiphong shippina 

was ordered. (JCS 4962/110051Z Apr 72) t' pp y 

^9^., B-52's strike authorized against Bai Thuong 

air field CJCS &322/12Q5302 APR 72) . ^ 

28.^ On 13 April approval in concept given for B-52/TACAIR strikes 

against Haiphong - Hanoi for strike on 16-17 Apr, Saigon time 
(JCS 8374/132334Z Apr 72) ^aigon time. 
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April 1972 


Forces Authorized for Deployment - Already in SEA 



Air 


One USAP F-4 Sq (18 Acft) 
expires 7 May 72 

One USAP F-k Sq (18 Acffc) 
expires 2 May 72 


- 7 Peb 72 - Authority for deployment 

— 2/3 Apr 72 — Authority for deployment 


Two USAP P-4 Sq (36 Acft) - 11/12 Apr 72 - Authority for 
deployment expires 10 Jul 72 

~ B-52s - 7 Peb 72 (7 to U-Tapao; 29 to Guam). 

No time limit tm authority for deployment 

Five USAP P-105 Acft - 9 Peb 72 - No time limit on authority 
for deployment (is within UE authorization) 

- One USAP P-105 Sq (12 Acft) - Closed 11 Apr 72 - Authority 
for deployment expires on 8 Jul 72 

r'"' 

- Additional B-52s (20 Acft)- 7 Apr 72 - No time limit on 
deployment 

- Two USMC Air Attack Sq (26 P-4 Acft) - 7 Apr 72 - Authority for 
deployment expires. on 6 Jul 72 ' 

- Six additional B-52s (10 were authorized, but only 6 were 

— 10 Apr 72 — No time limit on authority for 
deployment ' • 

Sea . 


- Carriers from three to four - 7 Apr 72 - No time limit on 
authority for deployment 

gunfire support increased to tv/enty— tv/o destroyers and 

one cruiser as of 11 Apr 72. No time limit on authority for 
deployment 
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Forces Authorized for Deployraent - Not' Yet In SEA 





Air 


- Six USAP EB-66 acft - the last aircraft is scheduled to arrive f 
on 15 Apr 72' - 'Authority for deployment expires on 15 Jul 72 , 

(2 replacement .EB-66 in place) , j 

I* 

V 

- One USMC F-^l Sqdn (12 Acft) - the last aircraft are scheduled j 

to arrive 15 Apr 72. . i 


. - CINCSAC has been authorized to deploy 28 B.-52G aircrart to 

Andersen A3, Guam. The G model is not modified for additional 

conventional ordnance. ETA Guam is l6 April 1972. When 

deployment is completed, there v/ill be 86 B-52s at Andersen AB, 
Guam and 53 at U-Tapao, Thailand. 


Sea 


- Carriers from four to five - MIDV.^AY departed San Diego 10 Apr 
scheduled to arrive 24 Apr 72 SUBIC BAY - No time limit on 
authority for deployment 


o 


Carriers from five to six - SARATOGA departed 11 Apr and 
scheduled to arrive 6 May 72 - No time limit on authority 
for deployment 


- Fourteen additional destroyers/missile ships are enroute to 
V/ESTPAC (10 from West' Coast plus 4 from East Coast) estimating 
arrival at YANKEE STATIONS about 29 April - No time limit . 

on authority for deployment. v - 

« ^ • 

- Two additional cruisers authorized (NEWPORT NEWS departs East 
Coast 13 April - nine 8 inch guns; PRO'VIDENCE from West Coast - 
six 6 inch guns) - No estimate of arrival date - No time 

limit on authority for deployment. 

- T;‘.'o additional destroyers (CECIL & FOX) scheduled to depart 

MIDEASTFOR 13 April for WESTPAC . 
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DATE 
ON 
TA. 


ON STATION 


NQFS/YANKEE STATION/ 
ARQ I 


I 7 Apr OKLAHOMA CITY 


i * 

1 

1 

WADDELL 

DDCi/ 

! 8 Apr 

BAUSELL 

DD^^ 

8 Apr 

ROWAN 


» 

LOCKWOOD 

deI/ 

5 Apr 

LLOYD THOMAS 

Doi/ 

§ 

HAMMOND 

deI/ 

8 Apr 

. SAMPLE 

deI/ 

8 Apr 

PARSONS 

ddgI/ 

9 Apr 

CRAIG 

Dd2./ 

9 Apr 

OUELLET 

deV 

« 

BUCHANAN 

ddeI/ 

X 

HAMNER 

DDi/ 

X 

STRAUSS 

DDGi./ 

3 Apr 

ANDERSON 

DDi/ 

6 Apr 

LARSON 

DVi/ 

7 Apr 

MCKENZIE 

DOi/ 

6 Apr 

GURKE 

DOi/ 

7 Apr 

HIGBEE 

DD2/ 

10 Apr 

STODDERT 

DDGl/ 

10 Anr 

RflnnRp 

nEl/ 

10 Apr 

DAVID 

DEl/ 


SPEC^IED USN ASSFas - SEA SUPPORT^ 
As of 13 mfil 1972 



^ WESTPAC 
UNDERWAY/ 

UNDER CONSIDERATION 


EASTPAC 

UNDERWAY/ ' 

UNDER CONSIDERATION 


WSSTLANT 

Ijnd^rway/ ^ 

UNDER' CONSIDERATION 



MIDWAY CVA ETD 101 

Escorts: ETA SUB 

; OSBURN(DD8il6) 2^ Apr 
EVERSOLE ( DD799 ) 


ETD 101800Z SARATOGA CVA 
ETA SUBIC 


DETROIT AC^ 


EDWARDS DD 
DAVIDSON DE 


ETD PEARE 
10 Apr 
ETC SUBIC 
29 Apr . 


DPT MAYPORT 
11 Apr 
ETA 6 May 

SUPPORT . 
SARATOGA 


NEWPORT NEWS CL ETD NORVA 

13 Apr 

* . ETA Pearl 
27 Atxr' 


SOMERS (DDG 3 %TD LONG BEACH ’MULLINNIX^DDS^^ ) ETD 

10 Apr ■' 12 

.BERKELEY DDG ETA SUBIC N0R3 

29 Apr ‘ BIDDLE (DLGS^) ETD 


J.S. MCCAIN ETD San Diego 

DDG 10 Apr . GLENNON (DD840) Joins on 

•■HULL(DD9^5) pm* dTroTr ^3 Apr from Charleston 
HANSON (DD832) ETA SUBIC 

BOCKLEY(DD808) Apr SARSPIELD(DD837 ) Joins on 

13 Apr f^om May port 

PROVIDENCE CLG Pour ships >/i 11 transit 

ETA PEARL l6 Aor Panama Catial and chop to 

CiArt rcirtniJ xy oAnrtTm Imwa vaxtvt?c» omurti-r/ 


12 Apr 
NORFOLK 
ETD 

12 Apr 
NORFOLK 


iT^ SuSiC git Agf PACFLT. m YANKEE^STATION. 

29 Apr 

LONG BEACH CON-9 

EN ROUTE 
FROM PEARL 
TO SUBIC. 

ETA/ETD 
SUBIC 12 APR 

. * ON STATION ON OR BEFORE 30 MAR. 


MIDEASTFOR 


ALERTED TO 


CECIL DD^^t ETD 

/ , 13 APR 
POX DD arr *' 

.CEYLON Bl 
18 Apr j 


ll 


|| 


LEGEND 

1/ Mft-i (kOFS) 

2/ FREEDOM TRAIN 
y YANKEE STATION 
2/ ARG A 
5/ ARG B 

TOP SECRET 
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DATE 

ON STATION 

ON 

NGFS/yANKEE 

STATION/ 

STA. 

ARG 


« 

CORAL SEA 

cvaI/ 

3 Apr 

KITTY HAWK 

cvaI/ 

X 

HANCOCK' 

cvaI/ 

7 Apr 

CONSTELLATION CVaI^ 

» 

WORDEN 

dlgI/ 


CHICAGO 

cgI/ 


STERRETT 

dlgI/ 

« 

WHIPPLE 

DE-^ 


ROARK 

deI/ 

« 

JONES 

ddgI/ 

11 Apr MAHAN 

dlgI^ , 

ft 

TRIPOLI 

LPH^/ 

« 

DULUTH 

LPHi/ 

» 

ANCHORAGE 

lst4/ 

f 

SCHENECTADY 

lstI-^ 


WESTCHESTER 

LST^/ 

» 

3/^f MARINES 

V 

9 Apr 

blue RIDGE 

LCc5/ 

9 Apr 

DENVER 

lpd^/ 

9 Apr 

MOBILE 

lkaI/ 

9 Apr 

TUSCALOOSA 

LStS/ 

9 Apr 

1/9 MARINES 

5/ 

» 

GOMPERS 

AdI/ 
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SPECIFIED OSN ASSETS - SEA SUPPORT (oont'd) 


westpac 

EASTPAC 

WESTLAND 

UNDERWAY/ 

UNDER CONSIDERATION 

UNDERWAY/ 

UNDER CONSIDERATION 

UNDERWAY/^ 

UNDER CONSIDERATION 

• 

1 

,1 

1 

• 

• 
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• 

Jr 

\ 
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« 
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MIDEASTFOR/SIXTHFLT 
' ALERTED TO MOVE 


LEGEND 


1/ MR-1 (NGPS) 

2/ FREEDOM TRAIN 
3/ YANKEE STATION 
?/ ARG A 
r/ ARG B 



* ON STATION ON OR BEFORE 30 MAR 
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NATIONAL Mli-ITADY COWMAWCENTER 
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VZCZCMLT222 T 0 P S E C 

* 

ACTION: CJCS(ADM H00RER)(09)1 -9 • 

DISTR: DJS J3(GEN ZAIS)(01)10 SECD 
(Oil) 


ADV DISTR OPR CJCS 
TRANSIT/132334Z/138345Z/000IHGRP06 
OE RUEKJCS «2387 1342334 
ZNY AAAAA 

Z 132334Z APR 72 ZFF6 
FM JCS 

TO RUHHHQA/CINCPAC 
INFO RHfiSMVA/COMUSMACV "■ ‘ 
RUHHBRA/CINCPACFLT 
RHCOAAA/CINCSAC 
RUHHABA/CINCPACAF 
RUHHRSA/7AF TAN SON NHUT AFLO RVN 
RUHJ0FA/8AF ANDERSEN AF8 GUAM 
HKMAA/CGFMFPAC 
nGOAA/COfiSEVENTHFLT 
MFR8A/CTF 77 
BT 

TOPSECRET SPECAT EXCLUSIVE 
SECTION I OF 2 


CS^ 

Clio 


FCHGT 


DJS~1 



8374 


^-ULEimJ) 1 1 




SD 

1 

1 

dsd' 

1 

ISA 

1 

V-’H ^ 

S2 

1 

CIA 


Oi ^ 


j02 

|0.U 

IGIG 

jpXB -WK I 

ip3£_ 

_[05 


Job 


FLASH 

-EXCLUSIVE 


COPY NO 


8374 




FOR ADMIRAL MC CAIN INFO GENS ABRAMS, HOLLOWAY, CLAY, VOGT, JOHNSON, 

JONES, VADM MACK AND RAOM COOPER FROM -ADMIRAL MOORER • 

DELIVERY UPON RECEIPT . 

SUBJ! FREEDOM PORCH (U-), 

: • 

refs: A, CINCPACFLT 130715Z APR 72, B. CINCPAC 131312Z APR 72. 

1, 'REFERENCE ATORWARDED A COORDINATED PLAN FOR STRIKES IN NVN, 
REFERENCE B RECOMMENDED APPROVAL OF REFERENCE A, 

2, THIS IS A PLANNING AND PREPARATION MESSAGE. ' - 

3, THE GENERAL CONCEPTS FOR THE FREEDOM PORCH PLAN CONTAINED IN 
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topsecret 


6374 


REFERENCE A ARE CONCURRED IN, ACCORDINGLY# REQUEST YOU COMMENCE 
PREPARATIONS NOW FOR CONDUCT OF FREEDOM PORCHjFIRST CHOICE ON 
SUNDAY# 16 APRIL- SAIGON TIME# SECOND CHOICE MONDAY# 17 APRIL, 
SELECTION BETWEEN THE BASIC PLAN AND THE ALTERNATE PLAN (FREEDOM 
PORCH BRAVO) AS WELL AS TOT’S 13 AT VoUR DISCRETION. ALL POSSIBLE 
MEASURES WILL BE TAKEN TO PROTECT PARTICIPATING Bt>2 ASSETS, 

4, PRIMARY TARGET CAYEGORIES TO BE STRUCK SHOULD .BE POX FACILITIES, 
TRUCK PARKS AND LOGISTIC SUPPORT AREAS, ADDITIONALLY, AIR DEFENSES 
HAY BE SUPPRESSED, AS REQUIRED, TARGET NUMBER 0005 HAIPHONG TTP, 
616-0007 AND NO. 0008 HAIPHONG TPP EAST BE 616-00051 AND 
^^6-0030 HAIPHONG RR YO/SHOPS WILL NOT BE STRUCK, FOR YOUR 

INFORMATION IN SELECTING TARGETS FROM LIST IN REFERENCE A FOLLOWING 
SPECIFIC TARGETS HAVE BEEN CONSIDERED HEREl 




A. B52 TARGETS! 
BE NUMBER 
616-0005 
616-6405 


616-0488 


616-0156 

B, TACAIR TARGETS 
BE NUMBER 
616-0116 


NAME 


HAIPHONG POL 
CAT BI TRUCK STORAGE 
XUAN MAI BARRACKS SSW 
HAIPHONG OPEN STORAGE SE CA 


GE 2 


name 

HANOI POL 
TOPSECRET 
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8374 



6 16«0005 

616-0004 

616-0671 

616-0776 

61690156 

616-0901 

616-1033 

616-4246 

616-0005 

616-5097 

616-KH137 

616-0488 


HAIPHONG POL 
HAIPHONG NAVAL BASE (D) 
HAIPHONG SHIPYARD 4 CC) 
HAIPHONG warehouse NE 
HAIPHONG OPEN STORAGE SE CA 
HAIPHONG WAREHOUSE^ PORT 
HAIPHONG WAREHOUSE 4 
HAIPHONG STORAGE E 
HAIPHONG POL 
SON TAY STORAGE SW 
SON TAY TRAINING AREA 
XUAN MAI BARRACKS SSW 


5, UTILIZE 24 BS2 PLUS THE MAX NO. TACAIR SORTIES WHICH CAN BE 


GENERATED IN 






EXCESS OF THE MINIflUM NEEDED FOR SUPPORT OF MACV OPERATIONS IN 

■ ♦ ♦ * . 

— 

•«VN, LAOS, AND CAMBOD'IA, WILL BE COMMITTED TO THIS EFFORT, 

♦ • 

• % ^ 

NECESSARY PRECAUTIONS WILL BE TAKEN TO MINIMIZE THE RISK TO 

CIVILIAN CASUALTIES, COMMENSURATE WITH ACCOMPLISHMENT OF THE 
MISSION, 

6. REQUEST YOU ADVISE SOONEST OF FINAL TARGET' SELECXIXIN, FIRST/ 
LAST TOT'S AND APPROXIMATE WEIGHT OF EFFORT, 



PAGE 


TOPSECRET 


00000001 


DECLASSIFIED 
Authorit y El, O. 
B\<>tNARA Date 








\ 


DSPARTr.ISNT OF DEFENSE 

NATIONAL MiLITAHy COMiMANO CENTER 


MESSAGE CENTER 


topsecret 

7, EXECUTION ORDER INCLUDING PUauiC AFFAIRS GUIDANCE, 

«2387 

ANNOTES 

STAMP THIS MSG SPECAT-EXCLUSI VE 
LIMIT DIST TO V COPY BY NAME 

DELIVER IN sealed ENVELOPE 
NUMBER COPIES 

CJCS GETS FIVE COPIES PLS 
GAF 
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r.'AriONAL MILITARY COMMAND CENTER 
MESSAGE CENTER 
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topsecret 




8374 
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ADV DISTR’ opr CJCS 

TRANSIT / l32334Z7l32346Z/000n2GRP0174 

OE RUEKJCS «2388 1042334 


ZNV AAAAA 

Z 132334Z APR 72 ZFF6 
PM JCS 


TO RUHHHQA/CINCPAC 
INFO RHMSMVA/CONUSMAtV 
RUHHBRA/CINCPACFLT * ' 

RHCOAAA/CINCSAC 
RUHHABA/CINCPACAF 
RUHMRSA/7AF TAN SOK NHUT AFLD RVlJ 
RUHJQFA/8AF ANDERSEN AFB GUAM 
_R UHKMAA/CGFMFPAC 
iM JHGOAA/CUHSEVENTHFlT 
^^P UMFRBA/CTF 77 
BT 

E C R E T SPECAT EXCLUSIVE 8374 
SECTION 2 OF 2 




< 

APPROVED# WILL BE PROVIDED SEPARATELY, WILL KEEP YOU ADVISED 


8, WARM REGARDS, 
GP»l 



«2388 

ANNOTES ■ ; 

STAMP THIS MSG SPECAT-EXCLUSI VE 
• LIMIT OIST TO I COPY BY NAME 
DELIVER IN sealed ENVELOPE 
NUMBER COPIES 

CJCS GETS FIVE COPIES PLS 
GAF 
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JCS 

; CINCPAC 
‘ COMUSMACV 
, DISTR CJCS 

i FOR aomtL.^ ret specat exclusive 

• DELIVER UPON*'**RECEIPT^^*^ GENERAL ABRAMS FROM ADMIRAL MOORER 

Rcci: ^p^Ration freedom porch 

CINCPACFLT lfO? 35 Z APR^7af I'TOS'fSZ APR ? 2 . c. 

POSITION TAKEN IN REFERENCES (A) AND (B) FULLY UNDERSTOOD AND 

discussed in detail with secdef. it is recognized that under present 
tactical circumstances in-country that aoo TACAIR STRIKE SORTIES AND 

3fa* B52 SORTIES WILL NOT FULLY MEET THE REQUIREMENTS OF MACV TO 

SUPPORT THE LAND BATTLE. HOWEVER, THERE ARE OTHER VERY HIGH LEVEL 

CONSIDERATIONS WHICH DICTATE A FIRM REQUIREMENT FOR A HEAVY AIR 

strike in the HANOI/HAIPHONG AREA DURING THE COMING WEEKEND. 

2* IN VIEW OF THE ABOVE: 

3 A. CONTINUE WITH YOUR PLANNING AND PREPARATIONS FOR THE CONDUCT 
OF FREEDOM PORCH AS OUTLINED IN REFERENCE <C). 

3 B. UTILIZE EIGHTEEN B52 AIRCRAFT» 

3 C. UTILIZE MAXIMUM NUMBER TACAIR THAT CAN BE MADE AVAILABLE ON A 

SURGE BASIS OVER AND ABOVE THAT NEEDED FOR THE IMMEDIATE REOUIREMENTS 
FOR the LAND BATTLE IN SOUTHEAST ASIA. 

3. WHEN REVISED PLAN COMPLETED. REPORT ASAP FIRST AND LAST TOT AND 

approximate weight of effort. 

WARM REGARDS. GP«1 777 


ADM TH . MOORER USN CJCS 7S121 




